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I f I were to mention the name 
Thomas Bilney, one would likely 

say, “Thomas who?”  Please allow 
me to introduce you to Mr. Bilney.   

Thomas was born circa. 1495 in 
England and died on August 19, 
1531 in Lollards Pit, Norwich, Eng-
land.  He was a shy student with a 
serious disposition who worked 
desperately to discover 
the truth and peace in 
God.  Through his des-
peration, he listened 
and adhered to every 
prescription given him 
by priests.  He believed 
that priests were the physicians of 
his soul.  However, he slowly real-
ized that he would never find the 
peace he so desperately sought 
through works.   

Turning to a copy of the Bible 
translated by Erasmus in 1516, 
Bilney began studying.  One day, 
during his study of Paul’s epistles, 
he experienced a remarkable and 
inexplicable conversion.  What 
astounded him, like Martin Luther, 
was the revelation that justification 
(salvation) was possible by faith 
alone.  This epiphany caused him to 
write that he “felt a marvelous com-
fort and quietness, insomuch that 
my bruised bones [wounded with 
guilt of my sins] leaped for joy.”  
Bilney realized that God’s gift of 
salvation was there simply to be 
accepted, not achieved. 

Bilney became a fierce opponent of 
the prevailing doctrine that one had 
to work their way unto salvation.  
While he continued to adhere to 

MUSINGS FROM PASTOR DAN 

compared to the 
likes of Luther, 
Calvin, or Wesley.   

So, why bring him 
up?  

Far too many faithful Christians 
have been given the wrong impres-
sion that God always has “big and 
wonderful plans” for them.  Such 
plans however are often measured 
on human standards rather than 
God’s standards.  Zechariah 4:10 

warns us to not des-
pise the day of 
small things.  In our 
seemingly endless 
search for greatness 
and wonderment, it 

is easy to forget that what God val-
ues most is simple faithfulness.  As 
flames were consuming Thomas 
Bilney, he could not have imagined 
the impact he had that led to the 
Reformation.  He was the first mar-
tyred in England on behalf of refor-
mation beliefs.  Yet he was not 
known as a model hero.  His theol-
ogy was inconsistent.  By human 
standards, he was not a great man.  
He did not fill stadiums, hold a high 
office, or write any books.  Never-
theless, he did love the Lord Jesus 
Christ; he did teach the Bible as 
best he could to those around him, 
and he was willing to die rather 
than to deny what he knew to be 
true.   

God works passionately in the day-
to-day routines of life.  We do not 

many Roman doctrines, his de-
nouncement of saint worship put 
him on a collision course with the 
institutional church.  In 1527, he 
was convicted of heresy and impris-
oned for one year.  He formally re-
canted his own teachings despite 
the fact that some of his beliefs 
were similar to that of Luther 
whom he described as a “vile here-
tic.”  In some ways, Bilney was a 
theological mess. 

Upon release from prison, Bilney 
spent the next two years devastated 
by his recantation and imprison-
ment.  He struggled with his con-
science until he could bear it no 
more, and began once again preach-
ing of justification by faith alone.  
He was again arrested, convicted of 
heresy, and burned at the stake on 
August 19, 1531 at the age of 36. 

Despite the many difficulties 
Bilney faced, he was able to lead 
future important Christian leaders 
to Christ and exerted tremendous 
influence with his friends, one of 
whom, Matthew Parker, would be-
come Archbishop of Canterbury.  
Bilney’s strength was in personal 
evangelism grounded in justifica-
tion by faith alone; that doctrine he 
had once abjured, he again rightly 
declared to be the truth. 

By virtually any standard, Bilney 
was not a consistent Protestant or 
Catholic.  No one considered him a 
great theologian.  His name is gen-
erally unknown, especially when 



page 2  

G ood News!  At least for 
us as trustees.  With the 

amount of  ra in ,  we’ve 
experienced all three (3) of our buildings, at this time, are 
remaining leak free.  What a blessing. 

At the church, our sanctuary chiller (air conditioning) has 
been serviced and readied for the summer months.  As I 
listen to the temperature forecast for the near future the 
timing was just right. 

The WiNGS group has also contacted the trustees regarding 
another lighting project they would like to help with.  For quite 
a while the lighting on the front of our church has been out of 
commission.  Unfortunately, the two (2) lighting pedestals 
became victim to vandalism.  I have contacted Coulbourn 
Electric for an estimate, since they did a great job on the 
stained-glass window in the sanctuary.  I have presented the 
estimate to Diane Twilley.  If approved, we would update the 
lighting to two (2) larger LED lights and we would also 
relocate them inside the perimeter of the flower bed. 

You may have also noticed that NO PARKING signs have 
been placed on the fence next to 505 Race St.  This has 
been done for two reasons. (1) During the week this lane 
needs to remain clear for the garbage truck to gain access to 
our dumpster.  (2) This area is also the driving lane around 
our parking lot.  With vehicles parked next to the fence it may 

have to have perfect theology.  We 
likely will never know how the 
seeds we have planted along our 
path of life will grow.  We will like-
ly never know the impact we have 
had on others as we faithfully live 
out our days.  We have no way of 
knowing how our faithfulness will 
affect the future.  None of us knows 
precisely how God will use us to 
fulfill his purpose—the true “big 
and wonderful plan.”  Just as Ruth 
could not have known she would be 
in the line of Christ, Thomas Bilney 
could not have known that God 
would use him to fan the flames of 
the Reformation.  Please know this 
as a certainty:  God will accomplish 
his will through us who live out our 
faith day by day in the normalcy of 
everyday life.  To God be the glo-
ry!!  Pray, think about it. 

I t’s that time again!!! That’s right….Vacation Bible 
School! This year, VBS will be held here at Grace 

Church from June 24—28, 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon.  

The theme this year is “ROAR! Life is Wild—God is Good.”   The kids will 
experience an African adventure and discover a ferocious faith that powers them 
through their wild life! 

Each day, children of all ages visit interactive stations where they learn God’s word 
through music, games, stories and cinema. Snack is even an opportunity to see 
God’s work! Come join the fun!  

As usual, any and all help is greatly appreciated.  If you would like to volunteer, 
please contact Holly Spicer or Heather Kozak or the church office. 

Pre-registration is requested and registration forms are available on the table in the 
hallway by the Baraca Room, from the church office or on the church website at 
graceumccambridge.org.  There is no cost to attend, but a free-will offering will 
be collected for our Missions programs. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JUNE 24—28, 2019 

9:00 A.M. TO 12 NOON 

AGES PRESCHOOL THRU 6TH GRADE 

create difficulty for some to 
maneuver around the parking 
lanes.  With our recent line 

painting, the words “NO PARKING” was painted in these 
areas, however it is not very noticeable.  So, please take 
heed and adhere to the request. 

We will also be getting estimates to replace the A/C window 
unit in the old nursery room and to add some much-needed 
electrical receptacles in that room. 

At 503 Race St., the work to correct several issues with the 
steel handicap door has been scheduled and hopefully 
completed at this time. 

The choir directors request for a computer and printer has 
been completed.  This was funded totally by the choir 
account. 

Lastly, with regards to the future of our parsonage, our pastor 
reported, at the recent board meeting, he is putting a 
resolution together to present to the conference stating the 
many maintenance concerns and issues that we, as Grace 
church, are facing with this building going forward.  
Therefore, our desire and request to the conference to allow 
us to place this house for sale at a point in time when and 
while it is empty. 

Have a Blessed and wonderful summer. 

TRUSTEES COMMITTEE 
Skip Redmer, Chairperson 
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Grace United Methodist Church Presents 

This summer we are bringing back our dinner and a movie nights.  We 

plan to show two movies each month. Our movie nights for June will be 

Wednesday the 12th and 19th at 6:00 p.m. in the Dr. Hines Room. 

June 12 
 

“Same Kind of Difference as Me” 
 

Based on the inspiring true story of international 
art dealer Ron Hall (Greg Kinnear), who 

befriends a homeless man in hopes of saving his 
struggling marriage to Debbie (Renée Zellweger), 

a woman whose dreams will lead all three of 
them on the most remarkable journey of their 

lives. 

Bring your favorite meat, casserole, vegetable, salad, or 

dessert along with a friend or two.  Admission is free.  Place 

settings and drinks will be provided. 

June 19 
 

“Still Alice” 
 

Alice Howland (Julianne Moore), is a renowned 
linguistics professor who starts to forget words. 

When she receives a diagnosis of Early-Onset 
Alzheimer's Disease, Alice, husband (Alec 
Baldwin) and her family find their bonds 
thoroughly tested. Her struggle to stay 

connected to who she once was is frightening, 
heartbreaking, and inspiring. 

Other movies planned to show in July and August are: 
 

“The Grace Card” 
“Megan Leavey” 

“I Can Only Imagine” 
“All Saints” 

“War Room” 
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GRACE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Bev Mullikin,  Chairperson 

I t’s time to update and redesign 
our Church Directory.  Our 

church family is always changing 
and growing and an up-to-date 
directory will help members to 
connect to other famil ies.  

Connected families are more likely to volunteer their energy 
and resources toward church goals.   

The membership committee has chosen DisciplePix, a 
Salisbury, Maryland company with photographer Jim Ritch, 
to develop the new directory.  Jim is an award winning 
photographer with staff who will help us organize and 
produce the book.  It will be an 8”x 5” resource with portraits 
of church members, including addresses and contact 
information.  The directory will be small enough to carry and 
use easily and is free to each church member. 

We plan to start sign-ups for portrait sittings beginning 
Sunday, August 18 and continue for four Sundays.  Members 
of the Membership Committee will assist you with making 
your appointment.    

Portrait sittings for one or two persons will be 15 minutes and 
groups of 3 or more will have 30 minutes.  Once your photo 
session is finished, you will proceed to another room to 
select your portrait.  An 8 x 10 of your selected portrait for 
the directory will be free to you.  Other photo packages will 
be available for purchase from the DisciplePix staff. 

In order to make this Directory update go as smoothly as 
possible, the church office needs to have your correct 
address and contact information on file.  Forms will be made 
available to complete and turn into the office prior to August. 
Be on the lookout and PLEASE fill out the Church 
Membership Update form.  It will also be available on the 
church website at www.graceumccambridge.org. 

The next Membership Committee meeting will be held on 
Thursday, June 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the Baraca Room. 

 

David Treiber 

4/14/19 

James Metcalf 

4/19/19 

Doris Robbins 

4/23/19 

 

BRENDA’S CORNER 
Brenda Gremillion, Music Director 

I  can't believe summer is here!  I am starting my 4th 
year at Grace June 1st.  It seems like only 

yesterday that I walked in the door, welcomed so 
warmly by our congregation!  I felt so comfortable and 
assured that God had lead me here, and continue to 
feel so blessed to be here.   
I truly believe our church has the "best" choir on the 
Eastern Shore, and our choir members are as nice as 
they are talented.  It is truly a privilege and honor to 
follow in the big footsteps of your previous music 
director, Kenny Hughes.  It is also such a privilege to 
work with Pastor Dan, so that our music supports his 
sermons and scripture each week.   

This summer, we are looking forward to bringing back some 
of your favorite anthems from the last few years, as well as 
introducing some new ones!  And, I am busy planning our 
music for the upcoming year, including our Christmas and 
Easter Cantatas. 

What a blessed year we have enjoyed, singing our praises to 
our Heavenly Father, every week!  With God's wisdom, grace 
and guidance, our choir will continue to bless our church and 
their devotion to the Lord will shine through each and every 
anthem they bring to you!   

I look forward to worshipping with you this summer!  Don't 
forget to bring your singing voices, so that all of our voices will 
sing out God's Love and Grace throughout Cambridge and 
the Eastern Shore!  See you Sunday mornings! 

I t's time for our summer break. It seems it 
wasn't that long ago since the last 

one.  Have a wonderful summer.  We will see 
you in September. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
Bonnie McCollister,  Director 

 



W e are off to a good start financially for 2019.  As of 
the end of April our receipts over disbursements 

exceeded $4,000 in the operating account.  We are a very 
blessed church to have the resources we have to meet 
emergency needs with the large and old building we have 
to operate and maintain. 

I am repeating the following information from the last 
newsletter because I think it is important information  

We have 122 giving units and the breakdown of the 
contributions are as follow for 2018: 

 6 giving units gave   $75,000 during the year.  
($6,500 and above) 

 16 giving units gave $76,000 during the year. 
($3,500 to $6,500) 

 100 giving units gave $80,000 during the year. (less 
than $3,500) 

It is alarming to think that only 6 giving units give one third 
of our budget and 22 giving units gave two thirds  

We all may wonder where we stand at some point.  This is 
very enlightening information.  Think about where you are 
and consider what it would be like if we all tried to do a little 
better for our church. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Bill Brooks, Chairperson 

W omen in Grace Serving meets the fourth Thursday of 
each month from September thru May.  We do take a 

break in the summer months because of vacations and other 
summer activitiies.  Our last meeting was a covered dish 
dinner on May 23rd.  We enjoyed a time of fellowship before 
parting for the summer. 

We had a very successful fund raiser on Mother’s Day, 
Sunday May 12 to help support our project at the Eastern 
Shore Hospital Center.  We sold tickets for the 27 cakes that 
our ladies baked. Thank you to those that bought tickets and  
also made donations! 

We had the flower beds all around the church dressed up for 
Easter.  Pat Doyle did a wonderful job of putting down 6 
yards of mulch.  Thanks Pat for taking such good care of our 
property! He also keeps our grass cut and trimmed. 

If you have an hour once a month starting this fall we hope to 
have you join us.  If you have any questions about our group 
ask any of our members, or myself.  Have a safe and blessed 
summer.   

WOMEN IN GRACE SERVING (WINGS)  
Diane Twilley, President 

W omen of Grace are united in Christian fellowship and 
vow to love God and encourage one another to use our 

God given gifts and talents in service to  
Grace UMC and our  community. 
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W ith summer break right around the corner, we finished our assistance for this school year.  
We took our last donation of snacks to Sandy Hill Elementary on May 10 and the16 pack 

backs to Warwick Elementary and the 1 to North Dorchester Middle ends first week of June.   

We received a phone call from a counselor at NDMS a few months back about a student that was hungry and said they didn’t 
have enough food in their house.  Please pray our students have a good summer and are not going hungry.  Remind your 
children how lucky they are and that when someone at school may not be in a good mood, that there may very well be a good 
reason!   

The church office  continues to receive phone calls almost on a daily basis for assistance.  We try to help where we can, which 
also includes a food pantry we have setup in the kitchen.  If you would like to donate please leave it by the Mission’s door.   We 
need food that doesn’t need to be cooked, canned beans, spaghetti, ravioli, tuna, canned fruit, crackers, peanut butter, jelly, etc.  
Not everybody in need has access to a stove. Thank you to those people that have kept our food pantry shelfs full.   

Again if you are cleaning closets out to prepare for summer clothes, please keep us in mind.  Our next Soup n Sweater Day is 
January 31, 2020.  We need coats, sweaters and warm clothes.  You can leave those items in front of the Mission’s door and I 
will store them until January. 

Remember to use your Mission’s envelope the first Sunday of the month.  Your donations keep us able to serve those in need 
and without each of you we wouldn’t be able to help.  I thank God every day for what I have and for people like you who are 
willing to share what you have.  

Have a blessed summer. 

GRACE CHURCH MISSIONS 
Diane Twilley,  Chairperson 
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DR. HINES BIBLE CLASS 
JoAnne Baker, President 

T he Dr. Hines Bible Class has been very busy this spring.  On April 28th we had our annual breakfast meeting catered by 
Judy Tieder.  We voted to continue our annual donations to Camp Pecometh, Young Life, Salvation Army, Red Bird 

Missions, Reese Hurley Program, sponsor a day for the Homeless Shelter, and sponsor Baraca to honor our past and present 
members on October 27th.  

We  purchased a total of 22 Sunday School books for our class 2019-2020 year.  We also plan to donate money to the 
Venezuela Mission, but we are waiting on additional information to do this.  We asked Pastor Dan to inform us if we could help in 
other ways, if needed. 

The class decided to attend Sight and Sound on September 22, 2020 to see Queen Esther.  We already have fifteen members 
who have signed up to go. 

We honored our mothers on May 12th with flowers, cards and homemade strawberry cake.  On June 16th we will make our 
fathers feel special too by honoring them on Father’s Day. 

We’d like to take this time to thank Peggy and Fred Spedden for their many years of service as our “Sunshine Correspondents.”  
They did an awesome job.  Frannie Windsor and her mother, Dot Aaron have graciously volunteered to fill that position for us. 

The Dr. Hines Bible Class welcomes all to come and join our class on Sunday’s at 9:45 am.  Our lessons for this summer quarter 
are focused on our covenant with God.  We will develop a clearer understanding as to why our relationship with God through 
Christ is expressed as a covenant.    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 SUNDAY SERVICES   8:45 a.m.—Early Morning Grace 
   9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
                       11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship  

2 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 

 

17 18 19 20 

 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

June 2019 

Missions Sunday 

Worship on Radio 

Vacation Bible School     

Membership Committee 
Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

Communion 
Sunday  

Dorchester Co. 
Ladies Prayer  

Breakfast 
New Revelation 
Baptist Church 

711 Bradley Ave. 
8:00 a.m. 

Worship on Radio 

6:00 p.m. 
Dr. Hines 

Room 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10 to 11 
a.m. 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10 to 11 
a.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10 to 11 
a.m. 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

6:00 p.m. 
Dr. Hines 

Room 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 



Grace Church Newsletter,  Summer, 2019 page  7 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

SUNDAY SERVICES   8:45 a.m.—Early Morning Grace 
     9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
   11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship       

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 
 

12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

July 2019 

Worship on Radio 

Missions Sunday 

Church Council 
6:30 p.m. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 SUNDAY SERVICES   8:45 a.m.—Early Morning Grace 
   9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
                          11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship        

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

August 2019 

Worship on Radio 

Missions Sunday 

Deadline for articles 
for Fall newsletter 

Dorchester Co. 
Ladies Prayer  

Breakfast 
Sunnyside  

Missionary Alliance 
Secretary MD 

8:00 a.m. 

Worship on Radio 

Communion 
Sunday  

Communion 
Sunday  

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10 to 11 
a.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10 to 11 
a.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10 to 11 
a.m. 

Worship on Radio 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10 to 11 
a.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10 to 11 
a.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10 to 11 
a.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10 to 11 
a.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

10 to 11 
a.m. 

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Prayer Warriors for 
Cancer—12 noon  

Dorchester Co. 
Ladies Prayer  

Breakfast 
First Baptist Church 
501 Glenburn Ave. 

8:00 a.m. 
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