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“I have gone under continual 
conflicts between the flesh and 
the spirit, and sometimes with 
Satan himself (which I have 
more discerned of late than I 
did formerly); many falls I have 
had, and have laid long under 
some, yet never quite forsaken 

of the Lord. But still when I have been put to it by any 
sudden danger or fearful temptation, the good Spirit of 
the Lord hath not failed to bear witness to me, giving me 
comfort and courage in the very pinch, when of myself I 
have been very fearful, and dismayed. My usual falls have 
been through dead-heartedness and presumptuousness, by 
which Satan hath taken advantage to wind me into other 
sins. When the flesh prevails the Spirit withdraws, and is 
sometimes so grieved as he seems not to acknowledge his 
own work. Yet in my worst times he hath been pleased to 
stir, when he would not speak, and would yet support me 
that my faith hath not failed utterly.” 

 
This text, written by John 
Winthrop, is a reflection of the 
difficulties of his spiritual life.  
Winthrop was a Puritan settler 
who not only served as governor 
of the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
but was also committed to the 
church.  He understood that both 
church and state must be built on 
sound Christian principles. 
 

Nevertheless, his text, written in 1637, speaks directly to 
an issue that I believe virtually every Christian endures: 
Dead -heartedness.  These times can be  precarious in the 
life of a Christian, potentially exposing us to the wiles of 
evil that is ever waiting to consume us.  At the very least, 
such dead-heartedness numbs us to the love of God and 
atrophies our joy.  While these spiritual “dry times” affect 

MUSINGS FROM PASTOR DAN 

our walk with God, it does not affect God’s walk with us. 
Recall Paul’s words recorded in Ephesians, “For by grace 
you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your 
own doing, it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast.” (2:8) 
 
Happily, Winthrop knew that even in the worst of times, his 
faith did not fail.  Yet, in his writing, there seems to be a 
possibility that his faith could fail utterly.  If this is so, then 
such faith is not of God, but is his own faith based upon his 
own faculties and capacities.  In such a case, his faith does 
have the possibility of utter failure.  However, his faith is 
not his own but is a gift from God and such gifts are 
irrevocable (cf. Romans 11:29).  As such, it cannot fail for 
all things from God are perfect.  Of course, we can choose 
to use that faith or not.  We can choose to trust the gift or 
not.  Despite our own incapacity to stay firmly On God’s 
path, God always has a lifeline attached to us so that no 
matter how far we may stray or struggle, God never lets us 
go.  Winthrop himself testified to this fact, “when I have 
been put to it by any sudden danger or fearful temptation, 
the good Spirit of the Lord hath not failed to bear witness to 
me, giving me comfort and courage in the very pinch, when 
of myself I have been very fearful, and dismayed. 
 
So, if you are experiencing a spiritual dry-time, know that 
God never does.  Your faith cannot fail for it is of God.  He 
is always there, and has that lifeline attached to you.  For, 
“neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither 
the present or the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39). 
 

Pastor Dan 

 

John Winthrop, “Christian Experience” (1637) in Puritans in the New 
World: A Critical Anthology, ed. David D. Hall (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 2004), 117. 
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TRUSTEES COMMITTEE 
Skip Redmer,  Chairperson 

H appy New Year wishes to our Grace Church families. 

We begin this year on a very positive note.  J.W. Tyler 
has completed the drywall repairs in the stairwell across from 
the church office.  After giving Wayne Towers the green light 
to perform the scraping, sealing and painting of the many wall 
areas damaged by the water leaks, that work has been 
completed.  Many THANKS to both J.W. & Wayne for their 
efforts.  Wayne put in many hours scraping and cleaning up 
the water damaged areas and has done a wonderful job.  
Again, many thanks  to Wayne. 

As we have entered the new year it is time to renew our 
conversation with the Conference regarding the future of our 
parsonage.  We will, with Pastor Dan’s guidance, be working 
with the conference in making the right decision for Grace 
Church.  As we move forward, we will keep you, our 
members, up-to-date with our progress. 

As many of you have already noticed our back-parking lot did 
not get the line painting done as was planned.  I am waiting 
to get a response back from the people at Choptank 
Community Health regarding their next move. 

Lastly, we have always been able to count on 503 Race 
Street to provide us with maintenance concerns.  2019 has 
joined previous years in this effort.  We have a steel entrance 
door that will need replacing and we are having a moisture 
issue affecting one (1) ceiling tile.  We have had several 
people investigate in the last two (2) months and have not 
been able to identify the source of the leak.  This will be 
ongoing until we can get it remedied. 

Your trustees continue to work hard to keep the church 
facilities in working order. 

March 6, 2019 
Grace UMC 

501 Race Street, 
Cambridge 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Combined Service with Cambridge  

United Methodist Churches  
Grace, St. Luke’s, St Paul’s, Waugh and Zion. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Bill Brooks,  Chairperson 

W e ended 2018 very positively financially.  The 
operating account broke even.  We had a surplus of 

$10,800 in the capital account and $5,800 in the 503 Race St. 
rental account.  

And in doing the year end reports, it is very obvious that 
Grace Church remains a very giving church.  During 2018, 
over $35,000 was given to missions and community outreach 
programs.  It is important to note that this money is outside 
the budgeted operating account and can be added to the over 
$225,000 collected to fund the operations of the church.  And 
this does not include donations of time and supplies given to 
these projects.   

During the months ahead the finance team will meet with the 
administrator for our Building and Endowment Funds.  It has 
been a while since he briefed us on their strategy for 
maximizing our return on investment. 

I am constantly reminded that God has blessed Grace 
Church in many ways and think of a scripture— John 1:16.  
“Out of the fullness of his grace he has blessed us all, giving 
us one blessing after another.” - Good News Translation. Thank 
you for what you do to bless Grace Church. 

As always, feel free to contact me if you have questions 
about the church finances.  Call me at 410-228-8376 or email 
me: billbrooks52@yahoo.com 

 
William Dayton 

1/11/19  

The King’s  
 Ambassadors 

Concert 

BARACA CLASS 
Hubert Trego,  President 

Sunday, February 17, 2019—9:45 a.m. 
Baraca Class—Grace UMC 

T he King’s Ambassadors were established in 1994 and have a 
special mission-showing God`s love through music. Through 

the presentation of Gaither-style Southern Gospel music and 
testimonies "they proclaim the news of salvation and the love of 
Jesus Christ." 
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W inter is upon us.  The weather is certainly 
cold and we have had snow on the 

ground.  For me, these winter months are a time 
for reflection and gratitude for the past year and 
the joyful celebration of Christ's birth.  Certainly, 
the Lord blessed me through the kindness and 
love of the people of Grace Church these past 
months.   

Our Senior Choir presented a beautiful and 
meaningful Christmas Cantata and our choir 
appreciates all the kind and sweet comments we 
heard, after our performance!   

Now, as winter settles in, we are getting ready for 
the upcoming Lenten season.  I look forward to the 
music of this special season, and for our choir's 
celebration of Easter, with our Easter 
Cantata.  Date and details will be in the next 
newsletter.  

Praising the Lord through music, is such a blessing 
in my life.  Being a part of our wonderful church is 
another one.  May God keep you all warm and 
safe in the months ahead and may His love and 
continued blessings surround you and your 
families.   

 BRENDA’S CORNER 
Brenda Gremillion, Music Director 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Beverly Mullikin, Chairperson 

W ith spring almost here, we 
look forwards to seeing you 

in church unless you are away or ill.  
Please contact your  member care 
person or myself (410-228-3650)  if 
you need support, a meal, a visit or a 
prayer when you are ill or 
recuperating.. 

The Membership Committee will be meeting on Thursday, 
March 14 at 5:30 p.m.  We plan to review our membership list 
to be sure we have updated information.  Let us know if you 
move or change phone numbers so we can still reach out to 
you.  We will also be considering an update to the Church 
Directory.  Anyone whom would like to share information or 
plan this task, please come to the meeting. 

W omen in Grace serving meets the 4th Thursday of the 
month. We take on projects to help around the church 

and our community.  

We had an opportunity to spend time with Missy and Pastor 
Dan at our covered dish dinner in December.  We are so glad 
they could join us.  The women of Grace sure can cook! 

Hope to see you at one of our meetings! 

WOMEN IN GRACE SERVING (WINGS)  
Diane Twilley, President 

W omen of Grace are united in Christian fellowship and 
vow to love God and encourage one another to use our 

God given gifts and talents in service to  
Grace UMC and our  community. 

T he very giving family of Grace 
once again came through for the 

Angel Tree Program.  We helped out 22 children with bikes, 
dolls, games, toys, coats and other clothes. Salvation Army 
picked them up on December 10th.  I pray that each of those 
children knows the love that goes into the giving of those gifts.  

We also helped out a young man that had his bike stolen.  
That was his only way of transportation back and forth to work.  
He supports himself and his mother with a night time job and 
really needed a new bike.  He was so excited to get his new 
ride.  On Christmas Eve he also got a new coat and his Mom 
got a new outfit.   

We served dinner at the shelter on Dec 23rd and gave each 
person a bag filled with a few things.  We also gave two young 
boys staying at the shelter some much needed new clothes for 
school.  Thank you to those taking the time to sign up to help 
us cook and serve food.  Your help is appreciated!   

We also helped out a single mother of five just coming out of a 
homeless shelter.   She went into a rental with nothing but a 
few blankets and sheets.  Thank you to those that donated 
things to help her start back up again.   

We continue to deliver 16 backpacks to Warwick Elementary 
School and snacks for Pre-K and Kindergarten classes at 
Sandy Hill and Choptank Elementary Schools.  This month we 
will finish with the delivery of the school supplies that the 
employees of the Hyatt donated.   

On January 25, 2019 we held our Soup ‘n’ Sweater Day.  
There was plenty of clothes to share with those that need 
them and plenty of soup and chili to fill their bellies.   A big 
thank you to all who donated and helped. 

GRACE CHURCH  

MISSIONS 
Diane Twilley,  Chairperson 
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LAITY, LAY SERVANTS AND LAY ACADEMY 
Christine Kidd and Martha Cannon, Lay Leaders 

R ecently a question arose 
concerning who can take 

classes through the Lay 
Academy.  It has been said that if 
one person has a question, it is 
likely that others have the same 
question.  In case others do have 

that question we are re-printing an article from a couple 
years ago (with a few slight changes).  Please feel free to 
ask us if you don’t understand, have further questions, or 
would like to sign up! 

Re-print from March 2017 

We had the opportunity to attend a training class in 
February about Laity Ministry.  It seems there is confusion 
throughout the United Methodist Church concerning who is 
laity, who is or who can be a Lay Servant, what is required 
to be a Lay Servant, what’s the difference between a Lay 
Servant and a Lay Speaker, etc.  We hope this brief article 
will clear up any misconceptions, at least here at Grace. 

Who is laity?  Anyone who isn’t clergy.  

What is the ministry of the Laity?  The Book of 

Discipline, paragraph 127, says, “The ministry of the laity 
flows from a commitment to Christ’s outreaching love.  Lay 
members of The United Methodist Church are, by history 
and calling, active advocates of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Every layperson is called to carry out the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28: 18-20); every layperson is called to be 
missional.  The witness of the laity, their Christ-like 
examples of everyday living as well as the sharing of their 
own faith experiences of the gospel is the primary 
evangelistic ministry through which all people will come to 
know Christ and The United Methodist Church will fulfill its 
mission.” 

What is a Lay Servant?  “Local Church Lay Servants 

are to serve the local church or charge in any way in which 

their witness or leadership and service inspires the laity to 
deeper commitment to Christ and more effective 
discipleship, including the interpretation of Scriptures, 
doctrine, organization, and ministries of the church.”   

To become a Lay Servant at Grace you must be an active 
member, apply to become a Lay Servant, and complete the 
Basic Course for Lay Servant Ministries.  Going forward Lay 
Servants serve in their local United Methodist church for a 
year before taking the next course in Lay Academy called 
Living Our United Methodist Beliefs, after which they are a 
Certified Lay Servant.  Please notice that nothing is said 
about speaking!  If you are either a Lay Servant or a 
Certified Lay Servant you are NOT required to stand up in 
front of the congregation and give a message.  Once you 
are a Certified Lay Servant, you can preach and/or serve in 
any United Methodist Church.  For those interested,  there is 
a specific set of courses one can take to become a Lay 
Speaker. 

Lay Academy classes are now being offered more 
frequently and in many different locations around our Easton 
District.  Many interesting and varied courses are offered, 
and anyone can take any of them for “personal enrichment” 
if they are not interested in becoming a Lay Servant per se.  
As soon as classes are scheduled, information about them 
will be in our bulletin.   

Classes are usually held on two consecutive Saturdays.  In 
order to receive credit for the class you must attend both 
sessions.  We encourage you to take a class; whether for 
your own enrichment or to become a Lay Servant.  Please 
note though that current Lay Servants will be given 
preference for available space in the class.  Don’t let that 
deter you, sign up anyway—if there is space available, you 
will be in the class. 

There’s a lot to know about our Methodist Church, our 
beliefs, our history, and our customs.  If you would like more 
information, please ask Martha, Chris, or Pastor Dan. 

UPCOMING BIBLE STUDIES 
DANIEL—Faithful Discipleship in a Foreign Land 

By Ralph Wilson 

Thursdays—10 a.m. to 12 noon AND 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
April 11—June 6—Dr. Hines Room 

Facilitator is JoAnne Baker.  Contact her at 410-330-9105 if 
interested. Book can be purchased from Amazon or Barnes 
& Noble. 

1, 2, 3 John and Jude:  
Established by Truth … Marked by Love  

By John MacArthur 

Beginnning Wednesday, February 13 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.—Dr. Hines Room 

Facilitator is Shelley McCollister.  Contact her at 443-521-
1587 if interested so she can order books. 



10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES   
 8:45 a.m.—Early Morning Grace 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
        11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship      

3 

 

4 5 6 7 

 
8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Worship on Radio 

Mission Collection 

One Board Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

Children’s Choir sings 
11:00 a.m. worship 

Daylight Savings Begins 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Communion 
EMG & 11:00 a.m. 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

5:30 p.m.—WinGS   
 Baraca Class 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Sr. Choir Practice— 7p.m. 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 
 SUNDAY SERVICES   
 8:45 a.m.—Early Morning Grace 
 9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
                  11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship         

3 4 5 

 

6 
 

7 

 

8 9 

10 11 
 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28   

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

10:00 to 
11:00 a.m. 

2nd Sunday in Lent 

1st Sunday in Lent 

March 2019 
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SERVICE 7 P.M. 
Grace Church  

Children’s Choir sings 
11:00 a.m. worship 

12 Noon 
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4th Sunday in Lent 

5:30 p.m.—Membership 
Committee Mtg—Baraca 

10:00 to 
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It bears all things, 
    believes all things, 
          endures all things. 

Love never fails 

I Corinthians 13:7-8 

Prayer Warriors 
for Cancer 12 N 
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