
GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

NEWSLETTER 

Summer, 2018 
Church phone:  410-228-4353  
Email:  OFFICE@gracecambridge.comcastbiz.net 
Website:  www.graceumccambridge.org 

 

 Pastor: Christina Blake             Newsletter Editor:  Martha Cannon 

It has been a privilege to be your pastor these last six years.  I will cherish our time 
together and will always hold you dear in my heart.  I thank you for your grace and for 
the forgiveness you have shown me when I have fallen short.  Even more, I thank you for 
the love you have shown me and my family.  You will never know how much your love 
and support has meant. 

Over the course of these last six years, I’ve watched your children come into this 
world and grow into adults.  I’ve baptized them and journeyed with them 
through confirmation.  I have performed many marriages and officiated more 
funerals than one heart could possibly endure.  I’ve held your hands before 
surgery and visited you in your homes and in the hospitals.  We have shared life 
together…it’s joys and it’s sorrows.  Together, we’ve realized a few dreams and 
lived through a few trials. 

While I am leaving you, there is One who remains constant: Jesus Christ.  Jesus has been here from the beginning, 
and will be with you for the rest of time.  If, through the power of the Holy Spirit, you allow Jesus to be your guide, 
Grace United Methodist Church will always have a mission. 

Grace is definitely not the same church it was when I arrived.  It is better.  You are more financially secure.  You 
are diverse.  You have vision and a mission.  You are more outwardly focused.  You are definitely more glittery!  
But, I also believe the best is yet to come. There will be difficult decisions to be made and trials to endure.  Trust 
Jesus to guide you.  He will see you through just as He has seen you through to this day.  Love Him with all your 
heart and soul and mind and love each other.  We are nothing without love. 

I pray your future is fruitful and filled with many blessings.  Allow Reverend Gedman to lead you into this future.  
Pray for him and his family.  Pastoring a church can be extremely difficult.  Offer him your love and grace.  
Support him in his ministry.  And always remember that he has been called by God to lead you for a time such as 
this. 

Above all else, “I hope you never lose your sense of wonder. 

You get your fill to eat but always keep that hunger. 

May you never take one single breath for granted. 

God forbid love ever leave you empty handed. 

I hope you still feel small when you stand beside the ocean. 

Whenever one door closes, I hope one more opens. 

Promise me that you'll give faith a fighting chance. 

And when you get the choice to sit it out or dance.” 

“I hope you dance.” 

Pastor Tina 
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I t's time for our summer break. It seems it 
wasn't that long ago since the last 

one.  Have a wonderful summer.  We will see 
you in September. 

JUNIOR & CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
Bonnie McCollister,  Director 

 

TRUSTEES COMMITTEE 
Skip Redmer, Chairperson 

I n May, we were in the process of a final read of the new 
lease agreement for 503 Race.  Hopefully, the next step  

will be the approval and signing of the documentation. The 
trustees and church board are very satisfied with the results 
as approximately 85% of the financial responsibility Grace 
Church has been providing will become the responsibility of 
the State of Maryland. We look forward to finalizing this 
agreement in the very near future.  

Minor repairs have been completed on the boiler as well as 
the follow-up inspection.  

As some may already know, the new ice maker is doing 
well. Our thanks to Webster’s Refrigeration for the 
installation and again many thanks to the Baraca Class for 
paying the bill.  

As was shared in the Spring newsletter, we have several 
items on our to-do list. These items were presented to the 
board in March for discussion and comments. We did not 
get financial approval for all the items as was stated in the 
last newsletter. I apologize for the error.  

At the May One Board meeting, the trustees prioritized the 
to-do list.  First on the list is scheduling the repair of two (2) 
more slate roof areas that are causing damage to the interior 
ceiling and walls.  The board gave their approval for these 
roof repairs to be done.   

Secondly, after the roof repairs are complete we need to 
move forward with the interior repairs on the center staircase 
and the scraping and painting in several areas within the 
church building.  

Finally, the upgrading of our fire extinguishers and the 
replacement of the steel door at 503 Race Street will be 
taken care of as finances allow. 

Our God is an Awesome and Mighty God. Grace Church is 
His House of Worship. Let us, in faith, trust Him to supply 
our every need.  

Have a Blessed summer. 

PASTOR-PARISH COMMITTEE 
Vernon Hurley,  Chairperson 

S eason of Change. 

Over the next few weeks we will experience a change in 
seasons. Just as there may be unexpected changes in the 
weather, Grace U.M.C. is having an unexpected season of 
change. Our pastor, Christina Blake, will be leaving us and 
moving on to a new appointment in Newark, Delaware. Her 
last Sunday with us will be on June 17th and her new 
appointment will be effective on July 1st.  

On behalf of the Pastor-Parish Relations Committee, I thank 
her for the blessing she has been to our church family and 
community. She has guided us during the past six years with 
abundant love and grace. She has helped us to better 
become “The Hands and Feet of Jesus.”  In recent months, 
she has aided us in our attempt to become an “Unstuck 
Church”, as we look toward the future. I would be remiss if I 
didn’t also thank her husband, Marty, for his support and 
service in the background. We wish for Pastor Tina and her 
family God’s blessings, as they enter a new season in her 
ministry. Pastor Tina and Marty will surely be missed.  

Our new pastor, Rev. Daniel Gedman, will begin on July 1st. I 
ask that our Grace U.M.C. family welcome him and his family 
with open arms and hearts. Pastor Dan, and his wife Melissa, 
come to us from Union U.M.C. in Federalsburg, where he has 
served for eight years. They will be living in the Denton area.  

Please keep both Pastor Tina and Pastor Dan in your 
prayers, as they transition to new cities and new 
congregations.  

This truly will be a season of change for all of us. It is 
important that each member remain prayerful, and show our 
support for our new Pastor, as he assists our congregation 
into our next season of ministry and mission.  

FAREWELL RECEPTION FOR  

PASTOR TINA 

SUNDAY, JUNE 17, 2018 

11:00 A.M.—BARACA ROOM 

 
There will be one Worship service 

on at 9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  The 
Farewell Reception will follow in 
the Baraca Room.  Come wish Tina 

and Marty well in their new 
assignment. 
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I t’s that time again!!! That’s right….Vacation Bible 
School! This year, VBS will be held here at Grace 

Church from July 9 - 13. The theme is Shipwrecked, where 
kids will learn they are rescued by God.  
Each day, children of all ages visit interactive stations where 
they learn God’s word through music, games, stories and 
cinema. Snack is even an opportunity to see God’s work! 
Come join the fun!  
As usual, any and all help is greatly appreciated.  If you 
would like to volunteer, please contact Holly Spicer or 

Heather Kozak or the church office. 

Pre-registration forms are available on the church website 
at graceumccambridge.org or the church office 410-228-

4353. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JULY 9—13, 2018 

9:00 A.M. TO 12 NOON 

AGES PRESCHOOL THRU 6TH GRADE 

MOE 

GRACE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Bev Mullikin,  Chairperson 

A s the new chairperson of this 
committee, I welcomed a new 

member and all other members of 
this group at our meeting on April 
12.  It’s rewarding to touch base 
with the membership of Grace 

church especially if we can provide recognition, a card, a ride 
or a meal when needed.  If you would like to help with this 
mission or know a church member with needs, please let me 
know. 
I invite you to come to our next meeting on Thursday, June 
14th at 6:30 p.m.   After a summer break, we will resume 
meetings in the fall.  Check the Fall church newsletter for 
information. 

Y our “One Board” at Grace Church meets every other 
month to discuss items of importance and to make 

decisions regarding the business of the church. The 
Trustees, Pastor-Parish Relations and Finance committees 
meet first, to discuss items of importance and the needs of 
the church. Their recommendations are then brought before 
the full Board, and decisions are made. Reports are also 
received from Missions, Sunday School, Lay Leaders, the 
Pastor and others. All members are welcome to attend the 
One Board meetings.  

By this time, most of you have probably heard Pastor Tina 
will be leaving Grace Church at the end of June to serve 
another church in Newark, Delaware. This move is directed 
by the Bishop and Cabinet. Pastor Tina did not ask to be 
moved, and the PPRC, on behalf of the church, did not 
request this move. The Board feels Pastor Tina has been a 
blessing to Grace Church. Although we will miss her greatly, 
we wish her well as she follows God’s calling at her new 
charge.  

The District Superintendent has announced our new Pastor 
will be the Reverend Daniel Gedman. His current charge is 
in Federalsburg, and he comes to us with considerable 
experience as a minister. The Board is looking forward to 
working with our new Pastor. We also encourage our entire 
membership to welcome Pastor Gedman to Grace Church. 
Please pray this will be a smooth transition for both Pastor 
Tina and Pastor Gedman. And, pray for strength, growth and 
unity for Grace Church.  

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Gene Skinner, Chairperson 

BRENDA’S CORNER 
Brenda Gremillion, Music Director 

I  am so pleased with our choir at Grace.  We have 
completed another year of sharing wonderful music 

with our congregation.  Presenting two beautiful 
Cantatas completed our full and dynamic year.  We 
will be singing some of the favorite gospel anthems 
this summer, and I am already planning our fall 
music.  And, yes, we will continue our cantata tradition 
next year, as well.   

I have such joy working with our choir.  We all feel so 
blessed to sing praises to our Lord and Savior every 
week!  Thank you for all your support and kind words 
this past year.  Summer will be here soon.  Enjoy the 
sunshine, flowers and the music of the Lord every 
Sunday morning!  I look forward to seeing you! 



C ollections for the beginning of this year are stronger 
than in the beginning of 2017. However, we are still 

running deficits in the operating account. I hope each of us 
will continue to prayerfully consider where we are with our 
tithing and where we would like the church to be and to go. 
We are a busy church with many ministries that reach and 
benefit many of God’s children. We need to be comfortable 
with our resources to fund our extremely worthwhile 
programs.  

We spent 2 hours going over the financial aspects of Grace 
Church at the Relauch Meeting on May 5, 2018. I am happy 
to share the details.  

Feel free to contact me if you have questions about the 
church finances. Call 410-228-8376 or email 
billbrooks52@yahoo.com 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Bill Brooks, Chairperson 
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Brindlee Jane Travers 

Daughter of  

Randy & Amy Travers 

Calvin John Travers 

Son of Randy & Amy Travers 

BAPTISMS 

W hen WinGs met in April, the ladies put together 30 
one-gallon size bags filled with hygiene items to 

donate to the Salvation Army to distribute to the clients 
staying at the shelter.  

At our May 24th meeting, we enjoyed a covered dish get 
together to celebrate our last meeting until September. The 
ladies brought 2 liter drinks to be donated to the clients at the 
Salvation Army shelter. We also discussed fund raising 
ideas. We will start up again in the fall, meeting the 4th 
Thursday of September at 5:30 p.m. Please feel free to join 
us!  

WOMEN IN GRACE SERVING (WINGS)  
Diane Twilley, President 

W omen of Grace are united in Christian fellowship and 
vow to love God and encourage one another to use our 

God given gifts and talents in service to  
Grace UMC and our  community. O ur new project with 

Sandy Hill  and Choptank 
Elementary Schools began on April 13 when we delivered 
plastic tubs with pretzels, goldfish, fruit snacks, clorox 
wipes, hand sanitizers, crayons, play doh, glue sticks, 
colored pencils and markers to five Pre- Ki classes  

On April 20th we delivered six plastic tubs filled with the 
same type of items to the Kindergarten classes . The items 
for those tubs were purchased by a girl scout troop. These 
girls used some of their cookie profit to do a service project 
and purchase these things as well as some items that went 
in the Warwick backpacks. Thanks girls!  

Then on April 27th we delivered seven tubs to the 1st grade 
classes  and eight tubs to the 2nd grade classes . These 
tubs were filled with hand sanitizer, sticker book for the 
teacher, glue sticks, pencils, erasers, high lighters, crayons, 
clorox wipes, and play doh.  

Our delivery on May 11th was to the 3rd grade classes who 
received eight tubs filled with the same type items. Each 
class receives one tub to be used as the teacher finds a 
need.  We will finish the school year with the 4th and 5th 
grade classes.   

Missions has received several thank you notes from the 
teachers and their students in appreciation for these 
supplies.  We are so excited to be doing something that will 
help take the financial burden off of the teachers and help 
the kids too. We also continue to do 16 backpacks for 
Warwick Elementary School.  

We are so thankful for a giving, loving membership that 
helps Missions be there when a need arises in the 
community. Please pray about what you can give on 
Mission Sunday (1st Sunday of every month) and know that 
we are grateful to be able to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus.  

GRACE CHURCH 

MISSIONS 
Diane Twilley,  Chairperson 

Kathryn Marie Kastel 

Daughter of Timothy Kastel 

& Amy Travers 

 

April 29, 2018 
Patrick Meekins 

4/17/18 

 

Pam Foxwell 

5/8/18 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 SUNDAY SERVICES   8:45 a.m.—Early Morning Grace 
   9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
                       11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship  

3 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 

 

18 19 20 21 

 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

June 2018 

Missions Sunday 

Worship on Radio 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

SUNDAY SERVICES   8:45 a.m.—Early Morning Grace 
     9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
   11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 
 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

July 2018 

Worship on Radio 

Missions Sunday 

Church Council 
6:30 p.m. 

Vacation Bible School     

Welcome Pastor 
Daniel Gedman 

Membership Committee 
Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

Communion 
Sunday  

ONE SERVICE 9:45 A.M. 
FOLLOWED BY 

FAREWELL RECEPTION 
FOR PASTOR TINA 

Re-Launch Breakfast 
Meeting 9:00 a.m.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

SUNDAY SERVICES   8:45 a.m.—Early Morning Grace 
                       9:45 a.m.—Sunday School 
        11:00 a.m.—Traditional Worship       

1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 9 8 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

August 2018 

Worship on Radio 

Missions Sunday 

Deadline for articles 
for Fall newsletter 
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