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FROM PASTOR CHRIS 
 
Thankful in the Storm 
 
Have you felt tossed around this year?  Like you’re onboard a ship that is 
sailing through a storm and you are, at this point, just bracing for the next 
wave to come and slam against the bow…praying that the ship holds?  Are 
you just hoping to make it to the calmer seas that must be somewhere ahead? 
 

With the year we have had so far, I believe we can somewhat relate to what those aboard the Alexandrian 
ship that was used to transfer the Apostle Paul to Rome for trial must have felt. Paul, along with some 
friends, other prisoners, and a regiment of guards set sail across the Mediterranean Sea toward Italy when 
they encountered a terrible storm. I encourage you to set down this newsletter, turn to the 27th chapter of 
Acts and read it – I will wait here until you get back (ok maybe I will go feed the dog while you are 
reading)   
 
Are we back? Did you notice how each day on the sea got progressively worse?  When they had given up 
all hope of survival, Paul gave them an encouraging word from the Lord.  “God has graciously given you 
the lives of all who sail with you.”(27:24) Their circumstance had not changed, in fact, Paul told them it 
was going to get worse – they were going to be shipwrecked – the worse fear of all who sail on the seas.   
 
Throughout this storm, and all the anxiety that it caused, it was not the experienced pilot of the ship, or the 
ship’s owner, or the Roman centurion who brought peace and hope – it was the prisoner, the servant of the 
Lord, it was Paul.   
 
Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. “For the last fourteen days,” he said, “you have been in 
constant suspense and have gone without food—you haven’t eaten anything. Now I urge you to take some 
food. You need it to survive. Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head.” After he said this, he 
took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat. They 
were all encouraged and ate some food themselves. (vv.33-36) 
 
2020 is a shipwreck kind of year, but it has also given each of us, in Christ, the opportunity to bring peace 
and hope to others.  While we may not be able to gather together in large celebrations this Thanksgiving 
or Christmas, each of us can break bread, give thanks to God for all His goodness, and encourage 
someone either in a smaller gathering or by phone. We can offer what experts and authorities cannot – 
true lasting hope! Circumstances may get worse before they get better – but they will get better!  As the 
psalmist sings “weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.” (Psalm 30:5) We have 
the hope of Christ and because of Him, every day is a joyful day to give thanks and rejoice in the 
celebration of his birth. 

Pastor Chris 
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Due to the increasing number of COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations and the return of 
stricter guidelines being implemented, our 
Christmas celebrations will be quite 
different this year. 

With the uncertainty of the church 
remaining open, we have decided to forego 

our Poinsettia orders to remember and honor loved ones.  
We also will not have our Christmas Card boxes out to 
exchange Christmas greetings with fellow members. 

The choir will not be having a Christmas Cantata, nor will 
there be a Sunday School Christmas Program or Santa 
visiting the Sunday School children in Baraca.  Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service will be announced.  If held, there 
will only be one service. 

Any group Christmas parties will not be held in the Church. 

Find other meaningful ways to celebrate our Savior’s birth 
and trust in God’s provision to get us through this difficult 
time. Without all the extra activities we think we have to do 
for Christmas, sit back, relax and reflect on God’s love, 
grace and mercy and the TRUE meaning of Christmas. 

HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS ON HOLD 

WE THE INN KEEPERS 
By Butch Hachemeister 

There is no room in the Inn. 

There is no room in YOUR Inn. 

Days are filled with hustle and bustle. 

There is no room in the Inn. 

Our daily trial and tribulations 

There is no room in the Inn. 

It is the Season for the Reason 

There is no room in the Inn. 

Why let Him in? 

Is there no room in the Inn? 

God had room in His Inn. 

Jesus is the door. 

If we let Jesus in, Jesus can live within our hearts, minds, 

bodies and souls. 

But, remember Jesus is the door. 

The Lord has room for you in His Inn. 

Jesus is the door. 

Do you have room for him in YOUR Inn. 

There is room in the Inn if we (you) let Him in. 

WINGS (WOMEN IN GRACE SERVING) 

Diane Twilley, President 

The women of WinGS finally have finally been able to meet 
again. 

On October 20, we came together to review the fundraisers 
we held the beginning of the year before we shut down and 
to make plans with the Membership Committee for the 
holiday gift bags for our shut-ins.  We also discussed 
supporting the 2020 Eastern Shore Hospital Center 
Auxiliary Holiday Appeal.   

In past years, we bought items for the clients from a list 
supplied by the Auxiliary, but due to Covid we can’t do that 
this year, so they asked  for a monetary donation to help 
give their clients a special holiday.  We also voted to make 
a donation to the Overflow Café ministry as well as 
supporting the Grace for Alzheimer’s fundraiser. 

On November 19, we met again to “stuff” our holiday gift 
bags and make arrangements to distribute them safely. 

WinGS wishes everyone a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

Women of Grace are united in Christian Fellowship and 
vow to love God and encourage one another to use our 
God given gifts and talents in service to Grace United 

Methodist Church and our community.” 

At this time of year, we are very thankful for such a giving 
and generous congregation.  Contributions have been 
remaining steady and are the best since 2015.   

At our last Church Council meeting we voted to give our 
Christmas envelope proceeds to the Cold Weather Shelter 
and the Overflow Café.  You should receive your Christmas 
envelopes early in December.  Please be generous to help 
support these two worthy missions.  We also voted to 
contribute $5,000 toward the BOLD Youth Ministry that has 
been operational at St. Paul’s Church and will begin here at 
Grace as soon as this pandemic allows.  

Don’t forget the church has an automated giving program 
that can be used rather than writing checks.  Check in with 
the church office or see Gail Skinner for instructions setting 
up this service. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
about church finances or want more details of our accounts 
or statements. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Bill Brooks,  Chairperson 



I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year with 
renewed hope for good health and well-being.  Let's pray we 
will be getting ahead of Covid-19 soon so we can get 
together for sharing, supporting each other and having fun.   

I am looking for a new chairperson for the Membership 
Committee and welcome volunteers.  The work is light, 
rewarding and well supported by the friendly members of the 
committee. If willing and interested, contact me at 
mullikinbeverly@gmail.com or 410-228-3650 or Martha 
Cannon at the Church office-410-228-4353.  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Beverly Mullikin, Chairperson 

What a year!  This time last year, I would never 
have believed what 2020 had in store for us.  Only 
through God's  love, grace, strength  and 
guidance, I am standing!   

I stand in the Lord's power and wisdom, and faith 
that He has us covered, because of His birth, in 
Bethlehem, that glorious Christmas day long ago.  
He came to teach us, heal us, bless us, and 
ultimately die for us, so that we would live in 
eternity with him.  He is with us and will never 
leave us, no matter the circumstances!   

It has been a joy to present the talented musicians 
of our church this past year!  Our church is truly 
blessed with so many gifted musicians!  And, I am 
so fortunate to work with them.   

I am sure you have heard of "The Twelve Days of 
Christmas," we will present "The Six Weeks of 
Christmas."  Each Sunday, from Advent through 
the beginning of January, our choir members will 
sing Christmas solos to celebrate the joy of the 
birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Our lives have been affected by this horrific 
pandemic, but Christ is our Savior and King, and 
always will be.  That truth is what we, as 
Christian's, hold on to and claim, despite the 
outward circumstances. 

I look forward to sharing our music with you this 
Christmas season and hope you enjoy!  My prayer 
is that you have a peaceful and safe Christmas, 
and a happy and healthy and safe New Year! 

 BRENDA’S CORNER 
Brenda Gremillion, Music Director 

As we enter into another holiday season, certainly much 
different in many ways due to the virus, may we all rejoice in 
knowing that our God is an Awesome God. 

For those of you who have ventured out on Sunday morning 
for either Baraca, a Sunday School class or the 11 a.m. 
worship service, we Thank You for following and adhering 
to the Covid guidelines that have been put in place and will 
likely will be kept in place for some time.  To quote the 
words that I have used many times in my personal life, 
“This too shall pass”.   

At our 503 Race Street building next door we have 
encountered a few, very minor, maintenance issues and the 
boiler inspection, the first week of November, passed 
successfully. 

Branden Spear has completed the installation of a new 
exterior window in the 2nd floor bathroom in the room 
previously used as the Pastor’s office. 

Derek Edge is our new yard maintenance contractor.  He 
has been doing a wonderful job keeping the church property 
and the front of 503 Race Street cleaned up and looking 
good.  I recently approached Derek in regard to adding to 
his “TO-DO” list the area in the center of the old and new 
sections of the church building.  I refer to it as the “Pigeon 
Hole”.  He has agreed to do so.  Many Thanks to Derek for 
the great job he is doing.   

Last, but not least , the Race Street 
entrance doors to the Sanctuary have 
been completed.  They look great.  Many 
thanks to Dan Cada and Brian Cassidy for 
the fantastic work and the time they both 
put into this project. Unfortunately, these 
two entrances will continue to remain 
locked until the CDC and conference 
guidelines are relaxed. 

Sending wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving and a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year to our 
Grace Church Family. 

TRUSTEES COMMITTEE 
Skip Redmer, Chairperson 
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Well, times, they are a changing!  We had a plan for back packs 
at Warwick Elementary once the kids were back at school and 
less than two weeks go by and school closes again.  The 
guidance counselor has asked that we wait to deliver bags when 
school children return as they don’t have a plan to get the bags 

to the kids during this closure.  The school cafeteria staff and Meals till Monday are setting up 
stations at some schools and other locations to distribute food a few days a week. We look forward to 

being able to get back too normal and pack bags for our kiddos. 

We were able to make  a delivery to Sandy Hill Elementary of snacks, paper towels and hand sanitizer for the Pre K and K 
classes. 

Grace Church filled 50 shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child.  A huge thank you to everyone that 
packed a box.   They were delivered to St. Paul’s Church who then delivers them to the next stop.  Dr. Hine’s Sunday School 
class graciously stepped up and paid the $9.00 shipping fee for each box. We really appreciate this generous gift.  Thank you! 

I received 25 Angel tags for the Salvation Army Angel Tree program. The gifts need to be returned NO LATER THAN 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13. This is such a wonderful mission to be able to help with.  These gifts might be the only present 
some of these children receive.  Plan to partner up with someone so your “Angel” can get most of the things on their wish list. 
Thank you all so much for being such a loving, giving church.  If you would like to participate in this mission but are not coming 
to church, please call me at 410-463-0853 and I will see that you get one and I’ll even pick up your purchases. 

We are looking forward to working with the Cambridge Cold Weather Shelter again this year located at the Salvation Army. We 
still have the 1st and 3rd Sunday nights of the month starting December 1st and ending March 31st.   If you can help us out by 
preparing a meal or even just one dish, please sign up on the chart in the hallway across from Baraca.  I do ask that it be a 
meal and not sandwiches.  We are also to provide breakfast food for the next day but Missions will handle that. 

If you do not cook but wish to purchase food (chicken, potato salad, coleslaw, etc.) that works too.  If you make something 
yourself, please use disposable containers since the food is left there and you will not get a personal container back.  If you 
have any questions or want to volunteer to provide food, call me at 410-463-0853. 

After talking it over, it was decided that our volunteers will not be serving at this time.  We are only asking that you prepare 
the food and deliver it to the Salvation Army back door.  When you arrive, knock on the door and have someone come to your 
car and take it in.  

With cold weather coming on, Missions will once again provide those in need with a warm hat, scarf or a pair of gloves  If you 
could donate one of these items, just bring them into the back door of the church and place them on the Christmas tree.  They 
will be distributed throughout the winter months.  

Also our Soup N Sweater Day will not be held in the usual way this year, if at all.  We are talking over different scenarios.  If 
the weather is decent, we could have a few tables outside displaying the warm clothing and maybe offer a cup of soup to take 
with them?  OR hot chocolate instead of soup?  Maybe just the clothes?  Please pray on this and if you have any ideas let me 
know.  We do need coats and warm clothes donated to even consider this.  Right now we don’t have enough to do 
this at all.  This has always been such a wonderful Mission but with COVID we are not able to hold it inside. 

Missions continues to help answer the needs of the people that are calling into the office for assistance.  With the no eviction 
policy still in effect, that is one area where the need has decreased.  When that is lifted I am afraid of what is going to happen. 
Please pray for our Country and all of God’s people.  Smile at a stranger and see what a difference it makes.  OOPs, I forgot 
about the mask… can’t see our smiles..  Maybe if we were all just a little bit kinder to each other it would make a difference.  
Show God’s LOVE to someone today!  

GRACE CHURCH 

MISSIONS 
Diane Twilley,  Chairperson 
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